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+~  “MISSING” %
STORY OF AN AIR FIGHT

e )

Beinforcemenjts Too Lafe

———eg

N

Lieutenant Campbell, who has been report- ‘
ed missing in France, is a son of Mr; Fred-
erick Campbell, of Yarralumla and Red Hill
stations, who has just received the following i
letter from Lieutenant T. W. Lowen, of the !
Royal Flying Corpsi— .

As one who knew and admired your son
very much, 1 am writing to tell you how
grieved we all are at losing him. We both
graduated from the same flight, and were
afterwards at Tunbery togather. where he
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Second-Lieut. Charles Campbell

* and I shared a room with out present Flight
Commander. Here in France he was living
. in the hut with my chum and myself, until
his own hut should be finished; so 1 saw &
great deal of him, and came to consider him
one of my best friends over here. We were
both in the same flight, and, in fact, were
the only two from our flight who took tpg.rt
in the ‘“show” a few days ago, fromy which
your son failed to return. J
e had reached our
J emy country, and after having been heavily
4 shelled by their anti-aircraft guns, had com-
i pleted our job and had just turned round
to come back, when we were attacked by
more than three times our pumber of fast
scout machines. They spread out in a fan
shape, and kept about 200 yards away, firing
at us all the time from the rear. Your Son
and I held the last two places in our forma-
tion, but a sudden change .of course, just as
"the action started, made me get slightly
ahead of him on my side of the formation,

him go down, as there
In

i that

I noticed that one of our machines was miss-
ing, and knew it to be his, as all the ma-
chines have distinctive letters on them,

On comparing notes, when we reached our
aerodrome Wwe found that three of oyr ob-
i servers had seen ycur son’s machine &0
down, out of control, and as we were up at
a considerable height at the time, we Very
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jof our machines was mmissing and
knew it to 'be this, as a]l the machines {
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LIEUT. C. B. CAMPBELL;
‘The following .letter refera to
prgt. C. B. Campbell, gon of Mr.
.and Mrs. ‘F. Campbell, formerly. of

Yarll'alumla., who was pogted “‘migs-
_ing’ after an air atta,cY: last year:— ’
_ France, 1.12.17.
Dear Mrs. Campbel]l,—Ad one who |-
knew and admired your son very
much, I am writing %o tell you how.
grieved we all ate at Tosing him. I
first met him some months ago in
.England when" I wad posted %o this-
squadron, in fact, we both xraduv
ated from the game flight and were
afterwards _at Tunberry together,
iwhere he and I ghared a room with
sour present TFlight Commander.
Here in France he wag living in the
hiit with my chum and shyself until
his own hut should be finished, and
go I faw a great deal of him, and
came 1o consider him one of my
best friends over here. . We were
both-in the same Flight, and in fact
_were ghe only iwo from our Flight
who took' parf in fthe ghow .2 few
days ago, from which your gon failed:
to return, We had reached our ob-
jective .in fhe epemy ~country, after
having been rather heavily -shelled
by their.anti-aircraft guns, “had com-
pleted.! our job and had just turned
tound to come back when we wera
attacked by maore than three times
our number of fast gcouli machines:
They spread.ouf in a fan shape and
kept pbout 200 yards away firing at
us all the $ime from ‘the rear. Yiour
son and I held 'the lagt two places |
in our formation, but o sudden '
chiange of course, just s the action
started, made me get glightly ahead
of him' on my gide of the formation
and I/did not see him' go ‘down, ag
there was no time ito look round just
then. In fact it wag not  until the
firing stopped that .I moticed one
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have d'istiqctiVe letters on  bhem'
On comparing notes when we Treach-
ed our aerodrome we foupd that |
three of our observe-s had seen your
son’s machine go down .out "3f con-
trol, and ag we ‘were up at a cons
siderable height at \the #ime, we
very much fear that both he and his
observer Wwere Kkilled. They have
been posted as “missing,” as _of
course they would be unless there
were absolutely conclusive proof (of
their deathg, Tut ag we were right
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over the enemy ierritory fab tae time
it may "be a considerable fime De-
bfore proof can be obtained. It is
very difficult for me o write thig to
you, but I feel sure you would ipre- }
fer to know all I can ftell you. The
Huns Jeft us”just before .we crossed
the lines coming back, and shortly |
afterwards were engaded by some
of our scoutd who saw the fight and
climbed up to our assistance; they
were foo late to help us. bhubt we

have u liltle satisfaction in knowing
fthat they wucceeded in ibringing down
three of the enemy machines. It
wag yout son’s firss show, as it was
mine. and it seemg 'doubly hard that'
he was brought down like ‘that, but.
it was the finest ‘way a man -could
meet kiz end, and he had done his
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job. Tic was a igreat favourite with
ug all,‘and was wery much respected
and inougnt o great deal of by the
mechanirs 4in the Flight whose duty
it was to keep his machine in order.
He was very conscientious and care-
ful in his work, and spent a lot of
his spare time working on his ma-
chine -himself. The three of " us
shafing this .hut were all’ colonials,
-apnd your sen and. had many,
friendly arguments on the respective
merits of Australia and:Sougﬁ Af-
rica, which is my home. Assuring
you of my deepest sympathy and
 of -my wiljingness 40 _ido anything,
7 can for you. Yours gincerely,

T. W. LOWEN, Lieut.
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