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On E.xaminations 

I have just calculated that during my 
academic career I spent approximately 
460 hours in the examination room. 
This figure does not include such half
and-half skirmishes as mere weekly 
or quarterly tests but only the deadly 
serious, honest-to-goodness affairs. About 
ten or more 44-hour working weeks have 
been used to convince authorities that 
I was a keen and earnest student. 

Being of fairly robust constitution, I 
have not suffered much in health as a 
result, though there have been times 
when even that has been affected. Ner
vous tension can have distressing effects 
which are not always obvious nor cor
rectly diagnosed. Natural resiliency 
usually overcomes them, however, but 
there were effects which could not be 
overcome. My attitude to my work 
su1fered. The examinations themselves 
were not so severe as the strain of pre
paration. My memory, because memor
ised facts and proces.ses were of great 
importance, was asked to perform what 
now seem to have been prodigious feats. 
Not only could I not repeat those feB!ts 
now, but almost all that I strove so 
hard to memorise was quickly forgotten. 

This task was, I can see now, mainly 
self-imposed owing to the intense desire 
to succeed which I brought to the work 
and the absolute necessity I felt to avoid 
failure. I lost sight of the final pur
poses of my studies in an urg·ent and 
petty groping for the nearer and less 
worthy aim. 

What I have written merely recounts 
personal experiences, but these have 
been brought to my mind by watching 
the development of similar attitudes 
among students. 

Fear is not a good motivation in the 1 

schoolroom, but is there any real dif
ference between fear of the rod and 
fear of the consequences of ex·amination 
failure? Perhaps there is, but there is 
.suftlcient likeness to cause us to re
consider why we study. 

Courses, surely, are designed with some 
purpose and the examination should re
veal and not obscure that purpose. In 
every subject there are certain facts, 
results and processes which should be 
known to a pitch of almost mechanical 
perfection. This type of information 
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is intended to remain a ·permanent 
aoquisition of the student. It should 
be learned in such a way that it can 
never be forgotten . This might well be 
described as the drill aspect of the 
·course. 

But the other side of the work aims 
at understanding prineiples , developing 
appreciation, interests and attitudes, yes, 
even love. True unders tanding of prin
dples can only be tested by placing the 
student in a situation which demands 
application of those principles and 
letting him work his way out of it. 
Similarly, a discriminating taste can only 
be tested by giving it the opportunity 
of choice. 

E-xaminers seek to test both aspects of 
their courses. Students sometimes fail 
to direct their study accordingly. They 
learn 'by heart that which they should 
seek to · understand. They do not learn 
painstakingly tho~e things which . should 
•be remembered forever. I would urge 
students to trust their examiners to be 
just and to study their work with their 
minds and hearts fully a wake to the 
final purposes of courses. Since this is 
what the examiner wants, it is even 
probable that they will find that actively 
seeking the distant end may win for 
them the more immediate success they 
so much wish to obtain. 

G.D. 

Editorial 

MANY visitors have come to our 
College recently, particularly. durin.g 

Education Centenary Wee·k, and all have 
made some comment or other on the 
developments that have taken place 

· since the buildings were used by the 
R.A.A.F. 

Some were very i•nterested in the 
modern equipment in the kitchen, some 
were impressed with the dining facilities, 
some showed greatest interest in the 
living quarters provided: all were agreed 
that the transformation of an R.A.A.F. 
hospital into a Teachers' College. was 
very well planned and was something 
on which the Education Department 
could be c001gratulated. All were agreed, 
too, that the residentia.l side of Colle.ge 
life afforded tremendous possibilities in 
training ilor life for complete living. 

PRICE: ONE PENNY 

But the most pleasing comment that 
was heard referred to the TONE of the 
College. The visitor in question had 
been fo many years a successful head
ma!'J.ter, and it was always the tone of 
h is school above all other. me·rits it may 
have possessed, that he mos·t greatly 
prized. 

I felt that if at such an early · stage 
in the life of our Colle·ge there could be 
seen signs of a healthy tone· in the 
stude•nt-body, I should be a very happy 
Principal indeed. For tone is so closely 
related to that character ideal which I 
have always stressed as the first a.im of 
College policy. Tone 'is one of those 
terms so frequently used in educational 
circles, but so difficult to define. Depa.rt
mentai officers often report on the 
ton.e of a school. They are referring to 
something the,y feel rather than some
thing they see. 

If it is true that these higher qualities 
have developed to a noticeable degree· it 
is indeed "a consumma i01n de·voutly to 
be wished." The Practice Teac·hing 
periods showed how eagerly and earnestly 
students were attacking the professional 
side of their College life; the coming 
examinations will indicate in some 
measure to wha.t extent they have deve
loped in the academic sphere. But it is 
in those little things that count so much
courtesy, good manners, deportme,nt, 
tolerance, generosity, sportsmanship, a 
wholesome pr.i'de in the fair name of 
one's College: these are the things that 
count most of all. These are the things 
that can make College TONE. 

If the students of the pioneer session 
can hand down to the new students in 
June a College spirit developed on these 
lines-and I myself have seen clear in
dica.tions that they wilJ,-they will 
achieve something really worthwhile. 
They will help to build up a tradition 
for the Wagga T'eachers•• College of 
which they will always be proud. 

G. L. BLAKEMORE, 

P-ri!J.Cipal. 
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Intere_st in spee.yh is positively ri~e 
in this Gollege. In our wanderings · w ·fY 
have gleaned a few local am .. biguitie.S,.. • 
\yhi:ch, for purely scientific reasons, we ·, 
feel should be recorded. Unhappily, one -
speech habjt :·lias tis' by the throat since · 
we came here~ We -don't need to state 
what it is.-. · 

Scales live on filleted fish and also .· 
run up and down the piano. . Impecunious 
studes envy' · the latt.er variety because 
_they.~ just seem . to go from dough . to 
dough. - . -

· Freshe(r)s are inexplicable things 
which come down rivers. Another variety 
perambulates on two legs and arrives in 
this district in June. Latter should 
be ... exterminated by vigorous student 
act'ion. . . 

Ti~s are · tiesome things which ·occur 
on men lecturers' necks, in horse-racing 
and in · finishing tht:! milk first in the 
dining-hall. · The first variety is the 
loudest-sometimes they positiveiy shriek. 

Paste is a grain. · It lives in the arts 
and -crafts mom but because of its ' 
proximity to the · bio.-l.ecturei's nffi.ce 
often• develops crafty h:albits in Arts' 
room. --

Coles are thin.gs generally supposed 
to be heaped on people's heads. "Around 
·here, -however, they usually end up heaped 
-un people's shoulders. Time to glow slow 
here, I think! 

Cats on the campus are. of two kinds
stray and ·SJtude (feminine form) . . The 
former are fe-lines, · the latter good
lines. One harbit common to · both is 
the . way they make a bee-line for the 
dining-hall. Bill the gardener informs 
us that catnip is ::t p-lant and · not the 
bite :Sheba gave me last night. Sorry! 
We didn't do this on purr-puss. 

There . are two k~nds . of goldfish ~t 
College. One variety swims in. water in 
the bio-lab. aquaria, and the other sits 
on ·t.oast at breakfast time. We regret 
that -we ca'll't comment on the sterling 
worth of the siiver· species but they just 
did.n._'t_ cm;ne up to the standard achieved 
by. their auriferous brethren. · 

Hammer-heads are a SQift of shark 
not related .to Riverina ·wolves. A second 
species . li:ves on handles kept by the 
P. and R. staff. They become very . 
agitated and make a loud noise during . 
luctirre hours. 

Eating sUck-jaw is a pleasant occu
pation. Tfie same term is used here 
to · describe the expression on the · 
student ·co'unte'llance when practising its 
diphthongs. ' 

A Couch is a sort of settee. · Some-
times it lectures in educaUO!Il. An 
alternat-ive name is sofa but at this sort · 
of thing we find that we can go .sofa 
and no furtheT. 

"The dentist told me I had a large 
cavity that needed filling." 

"Did he recommend any special course 
of study." 

Doctor: The . source of Y·OUr trouble 
is this ear. 

Patient: This 'ere wot? 

Book Reviews 

"Experimental Psycholo·gy," by Pro
fessor Toothtawn, University of Cin-

,·cinatti West. Chicago, 19·48. Cloth, 
87/ 6·. 

·This remarkable book casts a new light 
on the· whole field of experimental .psy

·chology--.and opens up realms undreamed 
of by the starti.stician and the physicist. 
Professor Toothtawn has ·carried the ex

. perimental t ·echnique into every fi-eld of 
psychology. To do this he has con
structed a machine known as the Tooth
tawn Total React1on Recording Appara
tus. The machine is housed in a · whole 
wing of the University of Gincinatti 
West, and an aerial picture of it is 
shown on page 96 of the book. It · has 
9,469 miles of wiring and 2,000 indica
tors, while mechanical needles can re
·cord 700 graphs simultaneously. A fur
ther part ,of the machine combines these 
700 graphs into a composite one on a 
logarithmic grid, so that all the 700 
simultaneous reactiorns of the person 
being tested can be seen at a glanoe. 
"Precision," says Pr-ofessor Toothtawn, 
on page 846, "is everything." 

The person to be tested is strapped 
to a table which has 700 wires con
nected with the machine. The adjust
ments require squads of skilled · psy
chologists since the machine measures 
everything from the temperature of the 
epidermus at three levels, the pupillary 
refraction 'of the eye, the f:l.ow, of saliva, 
'the rate of secretion of the sweat glands 
of the palms of the hands to the heart, 
pulse and breathing rate. Minute re
actions inside the brain are measured 
also, and this necessitates the piercing of 
the brain with the cerebro-'bellamic 
seven-point indicator. This is usually 
done under anaesthetic and .in general 
no permanent harrnful effects on the 
patient are noticed. The insertion of 
tubes into the stomach requires care 
also. 

When the patient is ·ready and the 
700 wires adjusted, the machine is set 
in motion, and a complicated series of 
300 tests administered to the patient 
in swift succession. The 700 graphs in 
combination show the "total" reaction of 
the organism to each test. 

In this way, Professor Toothtawn 
· claims, psychology can attain the pre
cision of a sc,ience and can leave forever 
the fogs of personaUty analysis and the 
fearful fallacies of Lavine. It is in 
every way a' remarkable and astonishing 
book. 

The Hedgehog 
/ 

A very fntensive study, 
By Bernard and Darwin and Ball, 

Has conclusively proved thart the hedgehog 
Is not blessed with a father at all; 

And further exhaustive inquiries 
Have incontrovertibly shewn , 

This state of ~complete contradiction 
Is enjoyed hy the hedgehog alone. 
May be listed-speecl:l Books-'Poetry. 

-Fourth Class-AnimaJi;~ 

News _From Armidale · 

Dr. Bassett, Principal of Armidale, has 
written to Mr. Blal{emore~ o~ the matter 
of Students' Medical Fund. It haS ' l:ieen 
found necessar~ in Av~.idal~ ~o ta,.~e stein; 
to alter the scheme si,nce hpspital. X!\~& 
have quadrupled The students at
Armidale pay a fe~ of ·£ 2/ 2/ I?~~ ·j~~i. 
of whioh 10/ is allc?cated to tht;l ~ecljiPal 
Fund. This fund met expenses as fol
lows: Hospital Intermedia.te _, rates, ·-up to 
three weeks; Medical, up to £ 7/7 I- for 
operations and 7/ 6 fc;>.r in<;li.Vi.d.u.~11. ~~iJs, 
less for subsequent visits. '!'he fund did 
not meet vacation medical expen~s. 
pharmaceutical expenses, dental expenses 
or optiqal expenses. 

Dr. Bassett writes ~rites .that this 
fund leaves no margin and a reserve is 
necessary against emertge)ncies:. With 
the increaped costs a~ditional to this, 
:a higher levy will be necessary. 

Anstice & M-ackay 

A FULL RANGE OF MAX ·FACTOR 
COSMETICS AT . 

Kennedy's Pharmacy 
L. J. Kennedy, Ph·C._ 

PHARMACEUTICAL CHEMIST, 
156 BAYLIS STREET, W.AOOA. 

Phone · 2543 

HUNTERS-THE GIFT 
CENTRE 

OAN SUPPLY THE 

FOUNT:AIN PIEN OR PROF:E~G 
PENCIL 

YOU REQUIRE 
ALL THE BEST ~ STOCKEO 

I~ sa~ 

Ct t &¥@1&4¥?h Jj!> 

c;;;&£MtES,,, '''";;;;;;;;;;;; ~ 

Hunter Bros. Pty ~ lt4. 
STATIONERS AND JEWELLERS. 

WAGGA. 
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Of 1Mice and Men 

[Editor's Note: This plaintive plea was 
written -by the other half of a College 
lectureT.] 
There's a certain bloCk in Turvey Park, 

A Teachers' College they say, 
Where the lectmers work the studes so 

hard 
That they seldom have time to play. 

I listened to that staff last week, 
As I sat there so quiet and meek, 
And though I may s€em to· be bold 
Their innermost thoughts to you I'll 

unfold. 

Like volcanos erupting the exposition 
began 

On the College in Turvey Park. 
They were still haranguing, unbated they 

ran 
As dayiight gave way to dark. 

"And what do you think of Bradman?" 
I said. 

Whereupon one pondered and nodded his 
head. 

"No one called Bradman in 473 . . . 
Bradman ... Bradman ... who can 

he be?" 

So I tr.ied. to change the subject around, 
And I mentioned the mouse plague just 

for a ·chat, 
Then came the discourse most profound 

On one called Sheba the College cat. 

I thought of the news in the "Sunday 
Sun." 

"What about U.N.O. ?" I started to 
shout. 

Then they all decided one by one, 
That that wasn't mentioned in 

"Talkabout." 

Oh, famed Va·lhalla with ~olden walls', 
Y·ou cannot compare with College halls, 
And the gods. who lived in perfect peace 
Must surely now 'be wrung with grief. 
'!1hey didn'·t know a year ago 
Of the pioneer seed as it started to 

grow. 
But now if you come by Wagga way, 
And a group of lecturers is having a say, 
It doesn~t matter in daylight or dark, 
They'Be discussing their coUege' iln. 

Turvey Park. 
J.J. 

SNAPPY ·sT-YLES 
IN 

PULLOVERS 

CARDIGANS 

JACKETS 

FOR GAY YOUNG LADIES 

AT 

Kelly & Cunningham 
WAGGA 

New Verses F'or Ne~ 
Faces 

Whe:n History's values are sung 
Then reserve to the four winds is flung, 

And he makes airy flights, 
To poetical heights, 

But then, you remember, he's Young. 

Oh mothe·r, my head's in a whirl, 
!For a .gra.ceful, athletic young girl 

Has arrived at the pla,ce, 
But I'm not in the race, 

And I find I'm Browned off by this pearl. 

Mr. Ashworth has dazzled our eyes 
With his wondrous collection of ties, 

But his bloodthirsty cobber, 
By name, Gobberslobl;>er, 

We adore with -Sinatra-like sighs. 

If M. sees an insect she'll nabbit, 
F1or such is her usual habbit. 

The wogs that we throttle 
She puts in a bottle, 

And a rabbit, she'll grabbit and. stabbit. 

In prac. music y·ou strive not to yell, 
And sing your scales sweetly and well. 

"Now try number four. 
No. Do it once more. 

That's much bettet:," say·s Miss Oornell. 

NOTES ON CARE OF GOLDFISH 

Goldfish should not be kept in, a round 
bowl as they never get anywhere. They 
are affectionate -·creatures and respond 
to kind treatment. Grimaces and un
couth gestures outside the glass distress 
them and cause profound psychological 
reactions. They should be .fed occasion
ally and encour'aged with water bugs. 

For variety the· scenery on the outside 
a.f the glass should be changed three 

. .:Jiimes a year. This is the same to, the 
goldfish as going a way for a holiday. 
They should a-lso be watched for signs 
of failing health. Sometimes a goldfish 
will sink slowly to the bottom and lie 
without moving for-- several weeks. In 
this cas€ it is dead . and should be 
removed. 

:Amy: So you and Jack are to be 
married. I thought it was only a ·flir
tation. 

Angela: So did Jack. 

\ 

Camera & Photographic 
Supplies · 

We stock a complete range, comprising: 
Books, Albums, Velox Paper1 Developers, 

· La.lnps, Dishes, etc., etc. 
Our Developing and Printing is famous. 
No restriction on number of Prints. 
prompt and efficient. We put the "Snap" 

into your Snapshots. 

Gissing's-Pharmacy 
FITZMAURICE STREET, WAGGA 

'Opposite Post O:mce 

Garden Amours 

With apologies to Gaudeamus and 
dedicated to the "little white crosses 
.in the garden." 

Gladiolus, .Bathurst Burr, 
Crossbred Maize and Populus, 
Rhododendron, Myoporum, 
Liquida.mbar, Leptospermum. 
Let's conserve our humus, 
Let's conserve· our humus. 

Who'd 'be sent for Dolichos, 
<F-or Virgilia's bouquet? 
To· Daphne add Malar Ros, 
Orchid $pr1&Y ·add Tuberose, 
Madame Abel Chatenay, 
Madame Abel Chatenay. 

Wheat an,d Oats fmm golden west, 
Prunus, Ol~~mder, 
Lasiandra, Juni.J?er, 
Rondeletia, Lavender. 
Named in Linna,ean order. 
Named in Linnaean order. 

Long live, hedge Photini.a, 
Tend it well, ye gardeners! 
We want Rose and Violet, 
We want Stock •and Mignonette. 
Tempt us all with flowers, 
Tempt us all with flower.s. · 

"MARC." 

GARDENING NOTES 

Stray eats should be well treated with 
a mixture of arsenic and ground glass 
and then planted out on the shady side 
of the garden. Sowing at about three 
feet is recommended and the ground 
should be fir~ly stamped down. 

"I want a man to do odd jobs about 
the house, run errands; one who never 
answers back, and is always ready to 
do my bidding," explained a lady to an 
applicant for a post in the household. 

"You're looking. for a husband, ma'a:m,, 
not a sel,'v;ant!" sa.id the seeker for work. 

"What's repartee, Dad?" 
"Repartee, my boy, is what a man 

thinks of on the way home." 

American Dry Cleaning 
and Laundry Co. 

SPECIAL SERVICE TO ALL STUDENTS 

Articles leflt with Mr. Logan oil 

Tuesday morning, delivered on 
Friday morning; and parcels left 

on Friday will be delivered on 
Tuesday. 
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Music Notes 

Music is an essential art for the cul
tivation of the all-:round person. Re
corded music appeals. to the membranes 
of the inner ear. All recorded music is 
good except reoo·rded flutes. Hence' 
singing lessons ar-e important in schools. 
The following ·notes and hint,s have 
been devised. for the assistance of 
students and teachers of music. 

NOTES FOR THE SINGING 
LESSON 

Step !.-Breathing _Exercises. 
Children must ea;ch bring 'a feather 

or balloon to the classroom, and these 
are held before the Hos. At a given 
signal the children -blow strongly and 
·chase their feathers or balloons, blow
ing strongly . . Too much time must not 
be .spent on this step. De,:Jks should be 
removed in the preparation step to avoid 
damage. Injured children should .be 
taken out before p1'oceeding to step two 

Step 2.-Voice Exercises. 
(a) Volume: Strength of lung is essen

tial for cheerful a nd lusty singing. Let 
the children cry Fisho, Milko and Piper 
Lidy as loudly as possible, both _in unison 
and indivtdUally. Windows should be 
opened beforehand to prevent echoes and 
splintering of glass. 

(b) Pitch: Ascending scales to oh fie 
a.nd descending to oh my. Staccato to 
ah! 

(c) The Glottal stop should he mani
pulated musi-cally while the teacher 
st~mps time with the foot. If he wears 
rubber soles he should strike the board 
with a shovel, map stick, ruler or tuning 
fork. 

Step 111.-Modulator Work. 

Take up a determined stand before 
the modulator with a pointer firmly 
grasped in the hand. Then start the 
children on a stro11-g tone after gravely 
warning. them to follow you. You must 
be quick, slick and Ulnexpected. The 
idea is to trick the class, and modulator 
work can be motivated by using the play 
device of follow the leader. Genera~ly 
the teacher · wins. All children who 
do not end the race should be soundly · 
beaten with mapsticks or recorder 
flutes. 

Step. IV.-Scales. 

These must never be missed. "Many 
a minor scale," said Melba,· "has major 
sing well." They_ should be attacked 
firmly and sung with the teeth open. 
It assists if one pushes upwards on the 
diaphragm when ascending and · down
wards When descending. The exercise 
involved in this sometimes makes prima 
donnas 'Oig, but Ars Gra-tia Artis. 

Ste·p VI.-Teaching a Song. 

This is done in three ways. (1) By 
ear, (2) by tonic, (3) by rod and staff. 

( 1) .:reaching by ear means the 
teacher n.{ust sing the song to the chil
dren. If he can't sing he must use a 
wireless. If he has no wireless he must 
play the piano. If he can't play the 

( 

piano this method becomes difficult 
is , -often a trial to both teacher 
pupils. 

(21 T'onic is sol fa h out of date that 
it should only be used in emergencies 
of the gra.vest kind, such a.s a key with 
four sharps. 

(3) Staff is the mainstay of the mod
ern singing lesson. Only easy keys with 
one to three fiats should be used, a,nd· 
no acciderntals. Children can be en.
courag.ed and motivated . by · dressing 
them up as notes-the boys as crochets 
and the girls as quavers. The tune 
should be sung to "ah" a,nd ·the words 
taught by ear. They are then combined, 
which is always an interesting step. 
Sometimes it turns out well. 

Step VII.-Conducting. 
This should be done with verve but 

not with abandon, with feeling but not 
with pa,ssion. The condu·ctor should 
never lose pat ience, and should beat 
rhythmically from the hips . The. 'feet 
should be kept on the ground at all 
times while conducting. Violent ges
tures such as h ai-r tearing are depre
cated. Chn. must also be trained 
to gaze fixedly a;t the conductor while 
singing. This has a hypnotic effect a;nd. 
prevents the mind from wandering. 

Step VIII.-Appreciat.ion. 

The aim of appreciation is to lead 
children to recognise the instruments of 
the orchestra, and to teach them phat 
a saxaphone is not a basic instrument. 
They must also know the difference be
tween a symphony in a fiat and a 
rhapsody in four sharps. 

A.A. 

[Editor's Note: It is only fair to warn 
students that these notes were NOT 
prepared by the Music Department.] 

The following essay was written al
legedly hy a schoolboy who was asked 
to write on the discovery of America. 

"Columbus was a; man who could 
make an egg stand on end without 
crushing it. One day the King of Spain 
sent for him and asked him: 

"'Can you discover America?' 

" .'Yes,' Columbus :answered, 'if you will 
get me a boat.' 

"He gpt the bqat and sailed in fiie 
direction of where he knew America 
was. The sailors mutinied a nd swore 
there was no such place as America, 
but finally the pilot came to Columbus 
and said: 'Captain, land is in sight.' 

"When the boat neared the shore 
Columbl,ls saw a group of natives. "Is 
this America?' he asked .. 

"'Yes,' they replied. 
1" 'I suppose you are Indians,' 

Columbus went on. 

"'Yes,' said the -chief, 'and you are 
Christopher Columbus, I take it?" 

"'I am.' ' 

"The Indian chief .t hen turned to his 
· fellow savages and said: 'The game is 

Ut>· . . We are discovered at last.'" 
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NOW at the· CAPITOL' 
RONALD COLMAN in "DOUBLE LIFE" 

PLAZA from TUES. ·. 
"THE PLAIN8MAN" 

P. SW ANSBOROUGH 
232 BAYLIS STR.EET 

· All repairs left with Mr. Logan promptly 

am.d efficiently executed. 

EV'ERY'DHING FOR THE CYCLIST 

Jack Bance's 
Moto,: and Cycle Store 

238 BAYLIS STREET, WAGGA 
TEL. 312194 

~aull's Pty. Ltd. 
·, 

THE PREMIER DRAPERS, 
WAGGA 

(Opposi!te Plaza Thewtre) 

Distinctive Portraiture 
ERNEST TOOLEY STUDIOS 
Down Steps Lagoon Bridge 

PHONE 2920, WAGGA. 

BLAMEY'S 
HATS, SPORTS WEAR, SUITS, 

FOOTWEAR 

AND 

California Showrooms 
Feruturing 

"COLE" SWIM SUITS 
"ZUKIN" CASUAL WEAR' 

MORAN & CATO 
GROCERY SPEOI~ISTS 

WAGGA 

FAIR STOCKS OF ENGLISH 
CIGARETTES, 2/10 per pkt. 

SUPPORT YOUR TUCK SHOP 

LOGAN'S 

One swallow does not make a · summer 
-but it may break 1a New Year 
resolution~ . 
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tADIES 
OUr Showroom carri~s the most up
to-date stocks of Frocks, Under
wear, Millinery in town. But don't 
'take our word for it-see for your
self. 

GENTS 
·Comfortable Clo,thes for all wea·ther 
._and prices as right as the garment 
-that's what you get from our 
Mercery Depar·tment. · 

SPORTS 
A full range of all Sporting Re
quisites always on hand. Restring~ 
and Repairs a speciality. 

T. Edmondson 
AND CO. LTD. 

PHONE 2195, GURWOO[) STREET 

BOB ASHTON'S 

SPORTS . CENTRE 

'WHERJE sPORTSMEN OONGREGAT'E 

SPECIALIST IN ALL SPORTI_NG 

'·,I 
. RESQUISITES 

DAVIS .CUP PLAY~S' STR;INGIDR 

8-7 Fitzmaurice St. 
PHONE 2689 

CARRY THE MAGIC OF MUS~C 
WITH YOU 

Breville Portable Radio 

AVAILABLE FROM 

HARDYS Hardware 
BAYLIS S'l'REET, WAGGA 

PHONE 2071 BOX 143 

Education-. in !Malaya 

The-re are three types of English 
sc:hooJ.s:-

(i) :Primary school which act as 
"feeder schools" fol' one main secondary 
school in. each of the larger urban 
areas. 

( ii) .Purely secondary schools which 
recruit their pupils from the "feeder 
schools." 

(iii) Combined schools which have 
both primary and secondary depart
ments. 

The Government has adopted the 
"feeder sysiem," which effects economy 
in staff and buildings, while aided mis
sion school-s as a rule maintain the 
"combined method," preferring, on mainly 
religious grounds, to retain the pupil 
from infancy to adolescence. Small 
Government schools in rural dis-tricts 
are of necessity of the comb~ned type, 
as are al.so all girls' schools. 

The cuniculum follows closely the
English course of education. The sec
ondary wo·rk of the schools consists 
ohiefty of preparation for the Cambridge 
Local Examinaiions. Ma1ay is one of 
tlile subjects ~allowed. 

Preparation is also given for the 
Mati-iculation Examina;tions of London 
and Hongkong u;iver.sit ies , the Singapore 
Medical College, and ·the London Univer
sity Intermediate Arts and Science 
Examinations. 

Instruotion is given in elementary 
manual work. All . schools have regul1ar 
medical inspections. Physical education, 
playgrounds, sporis, the encouragement 
of Boy Scouts and Cadet Corps, all 
receive due attention. ' 

All schools have their annual athletic 
·carnivals. MaJ!ayan, Indian and Chinese 
boys ·compete a~ainst each other in all 
the events. One of the most popular 
items is the climbing of the greasy 
pole. 

Empire Day is always celebrated. The 
service is identical ·to that of Australian 
schools. I attended a service ~at the 
Port Dickson Public School (Negri 
Sembilan) in 1941. T.he English principal 
made the school sing the National 
Anthem through seven times before he 
was satisfied with it. Not wishing to 
appear unpatriotic amongst all 1.he 
Asiatic children and teachers, I had 'to 
sing it through seven times too. I think 
this must be an all time record for an 
Australian. 

Most of the aspirants for the Govern
ment service and the sons of rajas and 
'chiefs are educated in English at the 
Malay Oolleg'e (Kual~ Kangsar, Perak). 

'I1here has been a marked increase in 
recent ·years among all races in de
mand for English education. for girls. 
This is still la.rgely the concern of the 
missionary bodies, there being only two 
Government girls' schools, one in Singa
pore and the other in Penang. There 

, is no definite policy of co-education, 
' but, where no a·ccessible gir)s' school 

exists, girl pupils attend the lower 
,classes of boys' schools. 

There are approximately 130 private 
s·chools. These are usually small regis
tered schools of lower educational effi
dency, which caJter for over-.age and 
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backward pup~ls . Tlley re0eive .no 
financial support from the Gover.nment, 
but are inspected from time 'to time by 
the Inspector of . 1Schools. 

TECHNICAL SCHOOLS 
Singapore, Penang and Kuala Lumpur 

run Government evening cl·asses wher~ 
such subjects. as building comitruction, 
reinforced concrete construction, elec
trical and locomotive engineering, ma
·chine drawing, sani.tary service, survey
ing and plumbing are taught. 

The Agricultural Department runs a 
School of Agriculture at Serdang. 

There are a number of Trade Schoo.Js 
in Mala.ya.. Their courses extend ·over 
three years and train boys to ibe mot·or 
mechanics, plumbers, fibters and elec
tricians. The Federated Malay ·States. 
Governments pay apprentices ·at their 
sch ools a subsistence allowance. Pre
ference Lsi given to Malays who have fin
ished t he prim.ary course of a n English 
schooj,.. 

In the ,strai'ts Settlements candidate3 
of all nationauties have equal claim;.; for 
admission to the Trade Schools,. which 
charge instructional fees of $3 a month 
(about 9/ -) . · 

There are also a number of Oarpentry 
Trade Schools. They are designed to 
train Malay boys in carpentry, which 
has hitherto bee;n the monopoly of the 
immigrant Chinese craftsman. Pupils 
are admitted on passing out of · the 
vernacular school. No knowledge of 
English is required for admission, al
though enough English is taught during 
the course to enable technical terms 
to be understood. The course ex·tend!S 
over three years and tuition is free in 
the majority of these schools. 

The Methodist Mission h as been a 
pioneer in girls' education · in Ma.Iaya. 
Besides the teaching of Christian ethics, 
dramatic art is considered an im
pOil't·ant. subject ih the curriculum. 

The children study famous na·tional 
· plays, e.g., a famous Chinese play, "Lady 
Precious Stream" was presented by. the 
Chinese students of the. Methodist Girl.s' 
School in 1941. 

VERNACULAR EDUCATION 
The trainin.g of Malay male t~chers 

is carried out .at the Sultan Idris Training 
College (opened by the Government in 
192:2) . This residential college ac:com
modates s;ome 400 students, who receive 
board and education free. All instruc
tion is in Malay, and the curriculum of 
the three years' course includes the 
Malay langu,age and literature, history, 
geography, arithmetic, simple geometry, 
hygiene, general knowledge, Moslem 
religion, basketry, physical tr,aining, rural 
science, art and the theory and practice 
of teaching. Attached to the College is 
a vernacul,ar school under a European. 
This is used as a practising school for 
lessons in t~aching and crlticism. , 

In, the rural science c-ourse special 
emphasis is giv'en to practical work on 
the soil, and the students are given in
struction in plant physiology and 
methods of ·combating plant and animal 
pests. 

One-year post-graduate courses in art 
and crafts are g1ven to selec-ted 
students. 

One of the most valu~ble adjuncts to 
the College is the Translation Bureau, 
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which, in ;_ddition to Malay school text
books, ha:3 in recent year.s produced the 
Malay Home Libr.ar'Y Series-translations 
of popular Western tales-which are dis
tributed free to village schools through
out the Peninsula as the nucleus of 
village libraries. 

The growing importance of practical 
work in Malay Schools is shown by the · 
variety of handicrafts p r!actised by the 
pupils in the higher classes. The main 
craft is basketry, but the following craft s 
are also taught in the various centres: 
Carpentry, pottery, net-making, wood
carving, book-binding, weaving, sunblind
making and haircutting. Several scho9ls 
have their own experimental rice plots 
and a few maintain poultry farms. 

The tendency among Malays towards 
the seclusio"n of girls and a certain pre
judice against female education has for 
a long ·time rendered the education of 
Malay girls a difficult problem. The cur
riculum of/ girls' schools includes cookery, 
clay modelli::1g, P'aper cutting, lace 
making, embroidery, laundry and hygiene. 
Needlework is the most popular sub
ject. A training ·centre for Malay women 
teachers i:s established at Malacca. 

TA1MIL VERNACULAR SCHOOLS 
The Tamil is ·a coolie from Southern 

India. Most of ·the Tamils in Malaya 
come from Portuguese Goa, one of the 
poorer States of. India. They are em
ployed mostly as rubber tappers. 

The 'Laibour Ordinance provides for 
the maintenance at the expense of the 
employer, of ·schools on all rubber estates 
where there :ar-e ten or more children of 
any one race between the ages of seven 
and 12 years. All Tamil vernacular 
schools are mixed, about 30 per cent. of 
the pupils being girls. 

CHINESE VERNACULAR SOHOOLS 

Mo~t of these schools are mai~tained 
by committees who cone-ct funds from 
the public, while others .are maintained 
by individuals, by associations of people 
from the s'ame district in 'China, or by 
Christian missions. Education is ;not 
compulsory for Chinese children. ¥ost · 
of the teachers have been educated in 
China. Colloquial Mand-arin is the 
almost universal language of instruc
tion. E'nglish is taught in almost every 
school. There is no systematic training 
of Chinese teachers in Malaya. 

Education in all Government ver
nacul·ar schools is free. School fees for 
English primary schools are $3 a month 
and for secondary schools fees range 
from $6 to $<9 a month per pupil. 

J.M.A. 

(To be continued.) 

Juve-nile Magazines 

New Zealand figures on the popularity 
of out-of-school magaz~nes read by chil
dren are worth noting. The two most 
popular magazines by a big margin are 
"Champion" for boys and "Crystal" for 
girls and the la;test New Zealand 
educational researches deal with this 
aspect of juvenile reading. 

TALKAB6trT 

It is a familiar fac't tha t children in 
the primary school l'ead large numbers 
of these magazines ; they are known 

. to buy, exchange and talk a bout them. 
H has probably not before been r ealised 
tha.t the habit is so widespread among 
pupils in the post-primary schools and 
persists for so long. At t he age of 13 
two-fifths of the boys and more tha n 
half the girls were reading the "Cham
pion" · and the "Cry~Sta l' ' respectively ; at 
'the age of 14 about •two-fif,ths were still 
doing so. These proportions are unex
pected enough; but it is s tarlt ing to find 
the habit persisting in. so many boys 
and girls as late as sixteen. At that age 
nearly one boy in seven and more than 
one girl in seven s1till had it. Even at 
17, seven per cent. of the girls recorded 
readings of the "Crystal. " 

These two papers come from the 
Amalgamated Press, London, a concern 
which also publishes some thirty others 
for boys and girls, and for very young 
men and women. During the last ten 
years a process of incorporating some o£ 
its magazines in other more popular 
ones has been a dopted by the firm. The 
"Gem," the "Triumph" and the "Cham
pion" have now become the "Champion"; 
likewise -the "Schoolgirl'' has been in
corporated in the "Crystal" and the 
"Schoolgirls' Weekly" in the "School
girls' Own." One paper, the "Magnet," 
whose author has the distinction of 
having created in Billy Bunter a famous, 
minor Dickensian character, has ceased 
publication. Stories about the public 
schools, with their class at mosphere and 
emphasis , are now much less popular than 
jn the past. Belonging to a quieter and 
more stable era, the older school story 
of the "Mag;net" and the "Gem" has 
become old fashioned in the present 
world of juvenile fiction, a world of 
gangsters, gestapos, commandos, ~tommy
guns, Spitfires, death rays, atom secrets, 
sleuths and .fifth columnisbs. So the 
"Magnet" and the "Gem" have gorie 
and the "Champion" is the publishers' 

~attempt to exploit •these wider interests. 
A similar widening of range has been 

occurring in the "Crystal." Only one 
school s-tory is now usually published in 
it, and three serials, apart from com
plete stories of a series. Th~ stories deal 
mostly with the adven tures of young girls 
of an indeterminalte age who seek to 
uncover spy rings, who get entangled in 
mysteries, on the Island of Silent Statues 
and other exotic pl,aees, and settle sticky 
li ttle problems involving someon e else's 
reputation oi' future . · 

The popularity of t hese magazines is 
so grea·t that teachers must take them 
seriously. The starting point in the task · 
of developing in boys and girls an ap
preciation of good books is a thorough 
understanding of ~their strongest tastes. 
A knowledge of the quality •and nature 
of the appeal of these two papers should 
'tell us a good deal about the real 
emotional and intellectual level of the 
pupils. 

Perhaps the most Sltriking fact about 
.the "Champion" is that its world is 
peopled entirely by men. In none of 
the stories is there any . woman or girl 

- of any age or condition. There is also 
no portrayal of the emotional attach-
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mcn ts between boys or men as we eet 
in "Tom Browlfs Schoold1ays," "The 
Hill" and "St. Winifred's." The atmos
pher~ is the astringently unemotional 
and objective one of "Btalky and ·Co.," 
and the themes are ir. keeping with it. 
The emphasis is always on vigorous phy
sical action-fighting with weapons in 
war and with your fists in your own 
affairs; sports, mainly professional foot
ball; practical jokes; crime and detection. 

A child's reading is done to get · either 
C·ompensation or experience or both. 
These stories supply little but compen
s,ation. The characters are merely 
c-hannels for boyish fantasies that help 
to restore a balance disturbed b~ difficul
ties of adjustment to the concerns of 
daily life. In all the stories the -plots 
move with the ease of a well-organised 
day-dream. They depend upon main
taining in their readers' minds the 
childish division of people into two 
kinds-"gog.Pies" and "baddies." 

In contrast . with "Champion" -the girls' 
paper "Crystal" introduces young ma.le 
characters. They frequently · play only 
subordinate parts, for the chief charac
ters, of course, are girls. There is hardly 
ever any suggestion of ~eelings stron-ger 
than purely comradely ones. But the 
presence of males as companions and 
audience is. apparently necessary to make 
a story satisfying for girls. Girls would 
be an unwelcome intrusion in boys' 
stories ; boys, it would seem, are indis
pensable in girls' stories. 
-....~Being accounts of girlish adventures, 
the stories in the "Crystal" are natur-

, ally less violent and dramatic than those 
in the "Champion," and the central 
character or characters much more in
timately concerned with personal relation
ships. The economic· -aspects of life, 
however, are ·ignored as they are in so 
many adult magazines. Compensation 
again is supplied, but no experience. 

The mature adult who has learned to 
take himself and others with a grain of 
salt is not, of course, satisfied with the 
.either-or portrayal of character that 
is basic in these stories, knowing it 
cannot be true. Children, however, 
demand if, partly because th.at is how 
they -tend to see people, more perhaps 
because, while -their own moral ideas and 
habits of behaviour are still somewhat 
unstable, the character with whom they 
identify themselves must be portrayed 
as good and brave .and never .troubled 
by doubt of himself or his duty. As 
they grow older and learn to accept 
themselves and others more as they are, 
their concept of character becomes more 
compld and sober hued. They ~begin to 
be more interested in the ideas and feel
ings · of the characters in the stories, in 
-their . motives for action, and in their 
value as members of their commun-Ity. 
Then the simple "Champion" and 
"Crystal'' lose the'ir ·appeal and are dis
'carded. · The persistence of a taste for 
them far into adolescence can, there
fore , be regarded as evidence of retarded 
emotion or intellectual development. 

Child, seated on father's knee: "Do 
you remember when daddy used ~to wear 
his stripes the other way round, 
Mummy?" 


