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Vale • • • the Citizen's Army 
Wagga Teachers' College has struck a blow for ' 

pacifism-the militarists ha~e been routed, the 
lethargy of the majority has once more overcome a 
schem·e which might have done much t01 improve 
the status of this . College, in the council o;, other 
colleges. 

Recently, you may remember, an 
attempt was made to .form a COlll!Pany 
of •the Sydney Universi,ty Regiment 
at 1bhis CoUege. :Lt was intended t.h,a.t 
this ·body should lbe -composed of a 
nudeus of male students whose inter
ests embl'laced more than women and 
&pol'lt, al,though it was hoped .that these 
gentry, !too, migih:t 1be persuaded to join 
when runifoll'ms came rto hand, allowing 
them Ito !Preen themselve-s .before !the 
fair sex. Some were sanguine enough 
to hope t.h:!llt 'the returned men, good 
fellows all, "who could drink !half a 
do~en schooners without causing rtrouble 
and 1back lll!P' !his ma1te in ,t;he event of 
a 'hlue'," wouLd oome .forward rto take 
!Posi:tions of leadership in the new 
body. Alas! Apparently 1the rre.turned 
men have "ihad" the Arlmy, or whateveT 
service it was, and hav·e left •the S.U.R. 
severely alone. But !P·erthaps we oan'•t 
iblame them-they've done ,their ibit. 

t.A.nyw:ay, lbhe men will remember how 
many of ,their number put up their 
hands when Colonel Cormack asked 
for a display of those inter·es,ted-at 
least 55 per ,cent. Of course, it '\VIaS 

:realised ·that the average ·college 
student ·merely 1behaves like an auto
maton, and puts Ulp his !hand if !his 
neighbor doe-s, so it wasn'1t suprising 
that only 1about 20 men went down rto 
the meeting. Of .this number, abourt a 
do21en were second years, who could nort 
be enrolled •because of the jpToximity of 
•the end of college term-leaving a 
glJa>s.t a'rmy o.f 131bout eight gallant first 
years. Colonel Corma·ck justly believes 
rthat i,t would be futile rto ·a trtempt to 
start ·a bmnoh of ithe S.U.R. without 
at least 20 first ryears. Since this 
number has not .been forthcoming, 
W.T.C. iv-iU thave to ih!ang its !head in 

shame when ;the !roll is caUed at rthe 
next S.U.R. camp, and units from 
Sydney and Armidale Tea;Cihers' Col
leges are present. 

DIAGNOSIS 

Of course, .ther·e may ·be a few con
sdenti·ous 01bj eotors on religious 
grounds; a number of ex-servicemen, 
whose days in .the army were p!l'oduc
tive of nobhing more !than ·a ho&t of 
anecdotes (all very ,amusing 31t rthe 
first time of hearing), and certain 
students whose interest in academic or 
sporting persuits demands their every 
waking moment. Then there is the 
group who have, at Mr. Holland's be
lh.est, 130 i·satiated themselves )wd.th 
Sassoon, Auden and others of the 
pacifist poets that any mention of 
armies causes them to shudder', and to 
pen an· indictment of war-mongers and 
jingoistic nationalism. Kipling was 
on the right track: 

Its Tommy this, and Tommy that, 
But he's the hero of our nation, 
When the guns •begin to shoot, 

But those not completely inured to 
cynicism hope to think that W.T.C. can 
produce 20· chaps in first year who are 
prepared to devote just a little of their 
time to a sunburnt country-

A land of sweeping plains, 
Of rugged mountain ranges, 
Of droughts and flooding rains. 

lo 

Wholly set up and printed at "The 
Daily Advertiser" Office, Trail Street, 
Wagga Wa.gge., 

They'd B~ iF ar Better 
Off ... 

At present I'm sitting in my little 
prac. school gazing out the window at 
the perennially snow topped peak of 
Mount far in the distance. 
In the immediate foreground there is 
the usual rustic scene of ripening 
grainfields, fallow paddocks and the in
evitable dusty road. I've just been at
tempting to give a lesson designed to 
stimulate (if one can stimulate in such 
matters) the pupils' aesthetic tastes. It ' 
ill behoves be to say whether the lesson 
was a success or not, hut I'm tempted 
to think that, if pupil interest, and en
thusiasm are indicative of the lessons 
achieving its purpose, then this lesson 
was of considerable value. When one be
gins thinking about the pmpose of 
teaching, one's personal philosophy 
which led one to enter the teaching 
profession, the innumerable irksome 
assignments and seemingly irrelevant 
aspects of the course loom large, but one 
must consider, too, the look of grati
tude which lights many a child's face 
when first he h,ears a piece of beautiful 
music or reads a poem which ap!)€als to 
him. To me such a look is sufficient 
recompense for many hours'· hard toil 
in preparation. Those who cannot 
discern a child's appreciation of t:P,eir 
attempt to introduce him to· the truly 
grea.t works of man, miss much. But 
while I'm pondering over my good for
tune in having chosen teaching as my 
job in life, my mind wander's to school 
mates who have made different choices. 

Firstly, I think of George, an embry
onic legal eagle, in liis fourth year at 
the Uni. He is doing his course the 
hard yvay, working at an insurance office 
in the daytime, and sneaking o:ff at 
various times up to the Phillip Street 
Law School for lectures. At night he 
•burns the midnight oil, studying the 
law in relation to divorce, rape, motm 
vehicles and bankruptcy. Knowledge of 
such subjects is of great value to the 
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lawyer, no doubt, !but to my pal George, 
it is the prinicpal causative agent of a 
mental perversion. Perhaps he takes the 
job tDo seriously, but in his job he finds 
it essential to be a jump ahead of the 
other fellow; the man who pits his 
wits against him in the settlement of a 
case. I remember one particular in
stance :An old chap had ·been severely 
injured by a vehicle insured by George's 
company. Had the case gone to court 
the injur'ed man could have secured 
considerable damages by alleging mental 
suffering (which is very difficult of de
termination in terms of £ s d). By a 
deal of windy talking to the injured 
man's solicitor, a settlement was reach
ed outside court, for a sum which cov
ered physical injuries only. George wa~ 
given a hearty pat on the back by his 
superiors, and I believe that he felt very 
pleased that he had saved his office 
some hundreds of pounds. There's no 
room for sentiment in business, they 
say, well, in private enterprise, l agree; 
but that doesn't alter the fact that the 
old chap was deprived of money to which 
he was morally and, perhaps, legally, 
entitled. 

George has come to believe that every 
man has his price, and that life can 
be resolved into £ s d. His idea is to 
settle matters as cheaply as possihle
human feelings, personal relationships 
have no place in business. I'm quite 
sure George will make a '!good'' lawyer, 
but I personally wouldn't change places 
with him-Id r'ather be a teacher. 

Bob, another colleague, went into a 
bank as a clerk, although he preened 
himself as a junior bank officer. A great 
place, the hank, he said, one of the bul
warks of the country. He proceeded 
to deify the counting house in which 
he was incarcerated 5l days a week, by 
offering .hiS adulation in the form of 
starched white collars, with shirts to 
match. And then there was the in
evitable hat, without which (so he told 
me) no ·bank officer can consider him
self dressed. Econoni'lcs, textbooks wel·e 
devoured avidly ,and "The Road to 
Serfdom" read with interest, of course, 
i.he was a "Liberal," all member's of the 
Bank Officers' Association were, so he 
must follow suit. All pledged to the 
perpetuation of a system which re
turned the employees. an infinitesimal 
share of the products of their lrubours. 
But Bob can't believe it; he sees the 
association as a body of gentlemen 
!banded together in unquestioning service 
to the bank. He shuddered when I 
suggested that the association mig)lt be 
some for'm of Trades Union. 

Some time back I 
1 
received a letter 

which stated that he had met a girl 
who, for him, was the li~ht of life. 
Philosophically, he accepted the fact 
that he could not consider marriage for 
a considerable time, because the bank in 
its wisdom had decreed that its em
pldyees cannot marry until t'hey are in 
r'eceipt of a certain income. Stoically, he 
proceeded to explain, that really this 
was quite understandable, as the pres
tige of the bank was reflected in the 
social status of its employees. It would 
never do for an "officer" to marry on an 
income which could not support a mar
ried ,couple at a standal'd of living com-
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patible with the bank's idea of decorum. 
I'll leave Bob to his bank; his bills 

payable and receivruble and his typiste, 
if ever he gets one. I've got an eye on 
a squatter's daughter and a small school. 

-MEPHISTOPHELES. 

·Editorial 

The more discerning of readers will, 
no doubt, be P'leased to note that this 
issue of "Talkabout'' contains but one 
editorial. To that ambitious, if dis
gruntled, triumverate, John Mitchell, 
Maurice Pitfield, and Merv Gray, I 
extend my congratula.tions on the pro
duction of an edition which augurs well 
for the success of first year in assuming 
responsibility for this paper next year. 
No less deserving of commendation are 
W;yn Walshaw, Bette Sanders, Mary 
Comeno and Harry Robertson, who so 
ably filled the editorial chair during my 
brief vacation from editorial duties. 
These people have always been reliable 
and enthusiastic, and it has been a pri
vilege to work with them; I wish that 
I could say the same of a. greater number 
of college ~tudents, but I am afraid 
that most have been content to read, 
and have never attempted to write. To 
me it seems tragic that most students 
have no desire to write anything; but I 
supp.ose that it is to be expected of those 
whose conception of college life is the 
avoidance of as much work as possible. 

Apparently, the Editor of the .Anni
dale Teachers' College "Collegian", faces 
th~ same difficulty as confronts the his
torical committee during practice teach
ing-a dearth of contributions. Might I 
sugges~ that you make an effort to hand 
in some a.necdote relevant to "prac", and 
thus attain immorality by having your 
name in pri,.nt? 

-ALAN FRYER. 

~.c. & s. 

G. and S. not only stands for Gilbert 
and Sullivan as an operatic composition 
team, but also for the qualities which 
must, of necessity, be emphasised 
throughout Gilbert's melodramatic stor
ies which are set to Sullivan's beautiful 
music. These qualities are gaiety and 
sparkle. 

"Trial hy Jury," the curtain-raiser to 
the recent production of "H.M.S. Pina 
fore," possessed both. Although only a 
tiny operetta and indeed the first which 
Gilbert and Sullivan attempted, it gave 
more. scope for these qualities to be em
phasised. The chorus work was par
ticularly good and indeed made the show 
in sof ar as music was concerned. I 
say this because the antics and side
plays of the principals during certain 
solos almost stole the significance of 
those solos. 

However, the nonsense and tomfool
ery which was carried on throughout 
the operetta did . not detract from the 
audience's enjoyment of the show. 
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The utilisation of the old, yet novel 
introductory method of the principals 
rushing through the audience and de
manding the assistance of the conduc
tor, still has its appeal, tbut no doubt 
some College students found it rather 
ludricious when they "considered the 
moral'' and found themselves being 
hoodwinked to some extent into believ
ing the trial to be unrehearsed, when 
for months they had heard different 
members of the ca.St rehearsing, all 
over the place. 

"H.M.S. Pinafore," however, was a dif
ferent type of operetta and, of necessity, 
had to be more formal. 

The soloists were of a high standard 
and they were backed by a strong, if 
not conscientious, chorus. 

There is humour in the opera, com
pared with other Gilbert and Sullivan 
works, and the dialogue is, to use a 
"Pople-ar" expression, "pussy." How
ever, over-e_fraggeration and the sense 
of necessity for something "to be done" 
pulled it through. 

The chorus of "Pinafore" was not up 
to standard as far as actions were con
cerned. How on earth could lethargic 
sailors sprightly "welcome'' ladies who 
can smile so brightly when a smile 
hardly caressed their beautiful faces all 
night? 

There were some very good spots in 
which the chorus redeemed themselves. 
The men's chorus in "I Am the Captain 
of the Pinafore," etc., "Carefully on Tip
toe Stealing" and the full chorus in the 
"Dammey" interlude, "This Very Night 
With Bated Breath" and "For he is an 
Englishman.'' 

Taken all in all, mixing the good with 
the bad and looking at the production 
as a whole, I think I can safely say 
that everyone who saw it and everyone 
participated thoroughly enjoyed it. 

-"VOCE." 

Yesterday 

Long days, yet far too short. 
Youth! 
Broad skies --
The blue at sunset slashed with crimson, 
The ever'-winding road, 
Unknown, untrodden. · 
Comradeship! 
Challenge - victory - defeat, 
Hearts pulsating with life. 
The will to struggle. 
The wind through the grasses, 
Campfires, --
Fantasies in the fierce red coals, 
Hopes - dreams ~ visions, 
A world for conquest! 
---That was yesterday. 
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Out o,f the Blue 

Since the subject of sports blues is 
under general discussion throughout 
the college, I feel I am justified in ex
pounding my personal views on the 
matter. 

Firstly let it be definitely understood 
that the writer is absolutely biassed in 
favour of his own arguments and will 
listen to no further opinions on the 
matter. 

It appears that a definite decision 
has been made regarding blues for 
meritorious achievements on the field 
of sport. 

I take it the function of blues is 
reward or recognition, possibly incent
ive enters the situation. 

Since I entered this institution I 
have heard much talk of some state of 
unparalleled ecstacy catalogued under 
the name "complete living." 

I am much intrigued by this theory 
but as no text book definition has 
been given I have .been forced to formu
late by own. 

Since the subject was vague I ar'rived 
at an even vaguer definition. Complete 
living as I see it is a mystical state of 
affairs involving the widest possible ex
perience and appreciation of life, each 
experience being given appreciation and 
consideration in proportion to its value. 

Do I hear the word philosophy? 
Shame . . . . psuedo intellectual such 
an occupation is not for you, thought 
is a dangerous toy. Better you do a 
mad dash aJbout the playing field in 
pursuit of an inflated piece of cowhide. 

But I digtess. 
Since sport is the only e~erience in 

college life to be honoured by a blue, I 
feel Il am safe in assuming it is of vital 
importance. 

What, then, is the great value of sport? 
After mU<!h consideration, I find there 
are two groups of values relating to the 
subject. 

The first is the purely physical, the 
development of bone and muscle. The 
second and, I consider the second the 
more important, is the acquisition of 
certain mental attitudes. 

These attitudes are summed up by 
such hackneyed expressions as "team 
spirit," "fair play" and "the will to 
win well or to lose well." 

Do I hear the word philosophy? Why 
does that word keep intruding into my 
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article? What could philosophy have 
to do with complete living? 

What was I talking a•bout? Oh, yes, 
sports .blues. What conclusions have I 
reached? It appears that those who 
have striven on the field of sport are 
to be presented with something. 

Yet, to my way of thinking, succes3 
in sport cannot be measured by runs or 
points, but only by the attitude which 
each individual develops to sport itself. 

SOmebody once had similar ideas about; 
life, but he was a philosopher, such 
people should be shot, never in the 
game, you know. 

Well it appears that I have been 
wrong; anything that develops a phil
osophy of team spirit, of participation, 
of comradeship, is well worthy of recog
nition. 

wthat a pity th~t 1other ac'tivities 
within the College do not foster such 
attitudes. I really feel sorry for the 
writers' group, up till two o'clock in the 
morning to br'ing out a paper for the 
following week. What do these indi
viduals know about team spirit or <!om
plete living. Fortunately their number 
is small. 

But wait! The Choir! The Little 
Theatre Group! The Pinafore cast! The 
Pygmalion cast! This place is full of 
insignificant little groups selfishly fol
lowing their own petty interests and 
completely overtooking the factor of team 
spirit. 

So it is obvious that these desirable 
mental attitudes can be acquired on the 
sports field alone. 

It is therefore logical that only sport 
is worthy of token recognition. 

As all my early arguments have •been 
shattered, I am forced to try a new 
scheme of attack. 

It is impossible, in my opinion, effec
tively to measure what is really good 
in sport. Token recognition then can 
be based only on less important factors, 
the most prominent of which will be 
efficiency. 

You may challenge my assumption 
that efficiency is a relatively unimport
ant aspect; if you do, then you check 
my line of argument, for I could not 
pr'ove my assumption in logical debate. 

I will assume therefore that the reader 
is as eccentric as myself and believes 
the struggle more important than the 
victory. 

Now, of course, you realise I am going 
to say that, since we cannot reward the 
best in sport, it would be incongruous 
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to reward some lesser factor. 
Do I hear the word tradition? Tradi

tion can mean many things, in lower 
forms it is purely a heritage of abuse. 
Perhaps I could illustr'ate this point. 
Every day I hear sweating students com
plain that they must wear c·oats and 
ties while in practice teaching. 

This, my children, is tradition in a 
lower form. Our ancestors of the snow 
<!ountries found coats and ties neat and 
efficient dress. Ther'efore it was only 
logical that they should maintain it 
once they had migrated to a land of 
sun and heat. 

Of course you can see that I am off 
the track and illogical, yet my ravings 
have not even reached maturity. 

Let U9 therefore forget personal opin
ions and become coldly rational. 

We will take it for gr'anted tha~ 
both sides have much in their favour. 

Very well, sport shall have its blue 
Then since. we are being rational every 
other activity worthy of its place in 
our system of "complete living" shall 
also have token recognition. 

We now have included: The writers' 
group, the choir, the Pinafore cast, the 
Pygmalion cast, the Little Theatre Group 
and many others. 

Yet is this the sought after state of 
affairs? It has developed rationally 
point by point. 

Let! us consider the whole matter from 
another' rational viewpoint. 

As a member of the writers' group 
I do not seek any token for participa
tion in an activity which to me is re
compense in itself. I have outgrown the 
adolescent conception that recognition 
is external. 

I have heard no mention of blues 
from other bodies, so I assume they 
have ideas similar to my own. 

Why not get on with our task of 
"complete living." Maturity is the first 
essential. It is necessary therefore to 
cast aside ideas picked up in High 
School and to make some effort at self
education, considering the word "edu
cation" in its broadest sense. 

If we ca.n forget the part on the ·back 
sought after by the schoolboy and con
sider' our chosen activities as worth
while in themselves, we will have taken 
a step in the right direction. 

As someone said a long time ago, "the 
reward of life is living." But I feel I 
should warn you, he was a philosopher. 

J.M. 
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Cricket 

One again the first team were right 
on top, recording another outright win 
by an innings and 180 runs. The team 
batted almost throughout the first day 
and the innings closed with the score 
at 321. George Diller made 60, but was 
over"shadowed by Jack Brewster, wh() 
turned in a brilliant 44, and Don New
ma:n, with an excell®t hard-hitting 
knock for 85. He was caught in at
tempting a big hit when his century 
.seemed certain. . Bad luck Don. 

Hartwig's withstood the College at
tack for the last half hour of the firs t 
day's play, but when play was resumed 
the following week could not cope with 
the accurate bowling of Tom Hodges 
( 4/ 23), Tom Allport (2 / 9) and John 
stuckings (3 / 19), and were all out for 
92. Hartwig's were consequently forced 
to follow on, but due mainly to a re
markable performance by John Stuck
ings, who took 7 for 12, and findshed the 
day with 10 for 30, they could only mus
ter 49. 

It i~ worthy of mention that no team 
in a second innings has ibeen able to 
:top 50 against our firsts. They will 
doubtless continue on their unbeaten 
way. 

For the second successive match the 
second team also recorded an outright 
win, this time at the expense of Grand 
Hotel. The CoUege team batted first and 
Peter Debenham, following upon his re
cent .success, gave the innings a par
ticularly good start with a chanceless 
70. The scoring was divided up right 
down the list until captain Bruce Phillips 
came in to make 52 not out, including 
three sixes, in quick time. The innings 
closed at about 5 o'clock with the total 
at 209. By the time stumps were drawn 
on the first day four of the opposing 
batsmen had been dismissed for 51, and 
thus the prospects of a win were, at this 
stage, looking very bright. When play 
resumed the following week the team 
had little difficulty in dismissing the 
remaining Grand Hotel batsmen for 151. 
Mac Yabsley (4/ 17) and "Mick" Harvey 
(3 / 15) returned the best bowling figures 
for the innings. 

The College then ibatted again and 
made 95 for the loss of only two wickets 
in 45 minutes. Peter Debenham again 
contributed with 29 not out. Paul Rees 
made 32 and Mac Yabsley, 23, was also 
unconquered. 

With only 65 minutes remaining for 
play, the College bowler's, led by Mac 
Yabsley (5 / 13) and Bruce Phillips 
(3/27), made short work of the opposi
tion, dismissing them for 48 with only 
five minutes to spare. .. 

The third team was not as successful 
and suffered the only reverse of the 
three teams, against Turvey Park. 

Turvey Park batted first and compiled 
198. The wickets were evenly distri
buted among the bowlers, but they were 
let down by the laxity in the field. When 
the College team 1batted they were in a 
very bad position at stumps, having lost 
6 for 65. They recovered somewhat the 
following week and brought the total 
up to 125, due to solid batting by Fred 
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Stanwell, 33 not out out, Parkinson 22, 
and John Biscaya 18. 

Turvey Park totalled 119 in their 
second innings. Des Handsaker bowled 
particularly: well to take 4132, while Bis
caya, with inspiration present, turned in 
3/ 6. 

College again collapsed in their sec
ond innings, losing 6/ 99. Col Taylor 
made 31 and Parkinson again came to 
light with 20. 

With less than an hour for their sec
ond innings, and no possibility of re
,oover'ing the position, a valua'ble oppor
tunity for batting practice was fore
gone in allowing , the boys to "have a 
dip." Laxity and disinterest is further 
:reflected in this team by the poor 
standard of fielding throughout the 
team as whole, even though most of 
them are always on their toes. Not 
until this disinterest is er'adicated will 
this team meet with the success which 
it is capable of achieving. 

Letters to the Editor 

Dear Sir,-! would like to comment 
on the article titled "Tennis Talk" in 
"Talkabout," 23 / 11/ 48. 

Firstly; the quotation about "incon
sistent and infrequent practice.'' You 
must remember that before you are able 
to play tennis properly you must have 
courts fit to play on I know, as a super
visor of the men that are supposed to 
prepare the courts that only half the 
men and sometimes none turn up. to do 
their part. (There are a few excep
tions). Because of this I am going to 
see Mr. Duncan to arrange that if noth
ing is done the courts be closed till 
after the holidays. l It is up to you, men. 

Secondly, that "the sta1idard of ten
nis in the College is low." As a member 
of the Inter-Collegiate team I would 
say the standard of tennis in this Col
lege is pretty high. As far as I know 
most "of our good tennis players'' are 
having frequent practice. (Have a look 
on the courts some day.) 

This fact I would like to point out 
to the wr'iter of the article. Tennis 
receives as much encouragement as any 
other sport. (Have a look at the courts 
after tea when practice teaching fin
ishes, or on Saturdays and Sundays.) 
Also if tennis is played as a sport in 
earnest (not as a "hit and giggle" game 
as I have seen it played here at Col
lege). I am sure there are plenty who 
would choqse football because football 
is not as strenuous. Think about Geoff 
Brow:n and Frank Sedgmena playing 
an 18-16 set, and two more sets to play, 
before you assert that tennis is not 

. strenuous. 
I am sure that if any persons asked 

the better players to have a hit with 
them they would certainly do so, and 
this I am sure would help as a coaching 
medium. 

The final point I would like to bring 
forward is as follows: To run a house 
.competition you would have to grade 
the teams. You would have to take 
into consideration men playing cricket 
on Saturday afternoons (most of Mari's· 
first team) and then those playing on 

·. 
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Sunday afternoon. However, if you wer'e 
to have graded teams you would be 
playin.g players about your own stand
ard and to my mind you have to play 
against players slightly better than one's 
self to improve. 

Also, now summer is here most of the, 
students who are not ·engaged in sport 
think it just the r'ight time to go for a 
swim or with the bushwalkers on a 
hike. Thus one can realise the limita
tions to the number available for graded 
tennis teams. 

In regard to tennis for women during 
summer, there are three women on the 
tennis committee, and as far as I know 
nothing has been · brought forward 
about this particular problem. 

If persons still think week-end inter
house tennis competition still desirable, 
you ar'e cordially invited to attend the 
next tennis meeting, for which a notice 
will appear on the sports notice board. 

A firm follower of tennis .. 
M. WRIGHT, 

,President, Tennis Club. 
P.S.-We were forced to withhold 

nominations in summer ·competition be
cau$e of long vacation.-M.W. 
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Phone 2543 

ANSTICE & MACKAY 

MORAN & CATO 
GROCERY SPECIALISTS 

WAGGA 
FAIR STOCKS OF ENGLISH 
CIGARETTES, 2/ 10 per pkt. 

SUPPORT YOUR TUCK SHOP 

LOGAN'S 

Paull's Pty. Ltd. 
THE PREMIER DRAPERS, 

WAGGA 

(Opposilte Plaza Thea.tre) 

NOW at the CAPITOL" 
"IMMORTAL SERGEANT" 

PLAZA 
"ROAD TO RIO" 



NOVEMBER 30, 1948 

CARRY THE MAGIC OF MUSIC 
WITH YOU 

Breville Portable Radio 

AVAILABLE FROM 

HARDYS Hardware 
BAYLIS STREET, WAGGA 

PHONE 2071 BOX 143 

CARMODY'S 

'ROYAL HOTEL 

BAYLIS STREET- WAGGA 

Phone 2135 

BOB ASHTON'S 

SPORTS CENTRE 

WHERE SPORTSMEN CONGREGATE 

SPECIALIST IN ALL SPORTING 

RESQUISITES 

DAVIS CUP PLAYERS' STRINGER 

8 7 Fitzmaurice St. 
PHONE 2689 

TALKABOUT 

The Sydney Orchestra 
in Wagga 

Over the last few years, particularly 
since the end of the war, the musical 
development of Australia has been con
siderably accelerated. Artists have been 
imported and our' own used more ex
tensively. Music is heing brought not 
only to the people living in cities but 
to those living in country towns. In 
short, music is being decentralised and 
part of this decentralisation was seen in 
Wagga on November 16 when the city . 
had a visit from the ,Sydney Symphony 
Orchestra, conducted by Joseph !Post. 

:The orchestr'a !presented two , verv 
well-selected programmes, one being ; 
free matinee for school children and the 
other an evening performance. Before 
beginning the matinee Mr. Post gave an 
explanatory talk to the childr"en on the 
instruments of the orchestra. This en
abled the children to understand the 
instruments much •better and so to ob
tain a better appreciation of music. 

The first ite1n. on the evening pro
gramme was Handel's D Minor over
ture arranged by Elgar. Apart from 
the opening (Maestoso) the work was 
very well performed, the most remark
able playing being in the fugal section 
of the Allegro. The Maestoso seemed 
to lack the precision of the other sec
tion, but this may have been due to 
the fact that the orchestra was not 
quite sure of itself or it may have 
been due to the late arrival of a good 
number of the audience. 

The symphony in E Flat, K.543, was 
easily the best performed work of the 
evening, although at times partly in
audible because of the rain. The rhythm 
in all the movements was exact and 
maintained throughout, the menuetto 
being particularly commendable. The 
strength, masculinity and festivity in 
the main section was portrayed very 
effectively and was contrasted well with 
the more delicate grace of the trio 
where the clarionet is used to its full 
advantage. This work itself is one of 
Mozart's most mature works and was 
one of a sequence of three symphonies 
(K543, K'5M, K551). In this aspect it 
stands important on the programme. 

The most popular item was the pre
ludes to Acts 1 and 2 of Wagner's 
"Lohengrin." Here the strings, playing 
tremolo, were very effective, as was 
also the brass section in its blatant pas
sages. However, the climaxes were not 
up to, the usual standard, lacked sin
cerity and could ha~dly be discerned 
from the rest of the pieces, owing to 
faulty percussion work. 

There were no, obvious faults in the 
"Peer Gynte" Suite No. 1 by Grieg, and 
it, too, was popular.· The bassoon play
ing in the last section (In the Hall of 
the Mountain King) was remarkable 
and was directly responsible for the 
piece's popularity. The suite was played 

•with all the mysticism and delicacy' it 
required and the Grieg atmosphere per
vaded it throughout. 

The- only item that faulted the per
formance at all was the Waltz by 
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Strauss. There are numerous other 
works of greater musical value that could 
have been played in lieu of this piece. 
Admittedly, the work was popular and 
people know it. But why not lay 
something they do not know? The 
"Emperor Waltz" can be hear'd almost 
any day of the week over the air. 

The most ambitious undertaking of 
the orchestra was the Sibeliu.s tone 
poem, "Finlandia.'' The work require~ 
a large orchestra and as there were 
only 6H or so players touring, the work 
naturally lost weight and tone quan
tity. However, this was not so. A splen
did performance of the poem was given 
with all the depth and tone that could 
be hoped for. 

The programme showed that consid
erable thought had gone into its con
struction. It gave a very representative 
display of music from Handel right up 
to a contemporary, Sibelius. It is ,re
grettable, however', that an Australian 
work was not included. 

The tenor soloist, Geo\ffrey Moore, was 
a tenor of personality more than force. 
His voice was not strong, but it 11ad 
quality and flexibility, as was seen in 
his rendition of Rossini's "La Danza." 
The lack of power was seen in the two 
earlier works by Handel and Carissimi. 

Speaking after the performance, the 
conductor, Joseph Post, said that he had 
been working under four di.ffi.culties 
First was accommodation on the stag~ 
--several players were· behind the scenes 
in the wings and unable to see the con~ 
ductor at all. .Second was the tain 
which spoilt parts of the works played 
in the first half. The next-the hall was 
not a hall at all, having :n.o real ceiling 
and last 'but not least, persuading the 
people to go to the concert and to arrive 
on time-not half-way through the sec
ond item. He also said that even though 
the hall was filled, the A.B.C. still suf
fered a substantial loss. Mr. Post was 
with the first symphony orchestra to 
visit Wagga--ovver 28 years ago. It is 
hoped thatJ the orchestra will be return
ing early in the new year. 

-RALPH J. C. HUTTON. 

~~~~~~ (21/11/48) 

De Profundis 

We learn with interest that the Bush
walkers' Club has enjoyed its last couple 
of outings. It is to the credit of Ken 
Ryan, the president, and his fellow
workers ,that this club was born: and 
has survived the early post natal pertod, 
when so many student projects die as a 
result of inefficient nursing. Idea of the 
club, we understand, is to brighten up 
Sundays. and to give studes an oppor
tunity: of mixing socially whilst learning 
something of the environs of the Col
lege. It is regrettable that religious 
qualms prevent some students from en
joying the cameradie associated with 
open air life, but it i~ supposed that 
these people seek and obatin social in
tercourse elsewher. Without wishing to 
enterth e lists as a champion of atheism 
or agnosticism, we feel that there is 
much truth in the old dictum "the 
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Sabbath was made for man, not man for 
the Sabbath." 

Another development worthy of note 
was recent requisition for about £ 100 
wor of records to supplement the 
stock now held by the Music Depart
ment. Dilettantes· and devotees of the 
classes will welcome this news, as they 
have grown a little weary of the fre
quent repetition of the few major 
works which now constitute the library 
of recorded music. You might like to 
drop in at one of these recorded music 
sessions; we can recommend them as an 
analgeric hahn for the soul, shattered 
by a fourteen-week term. 

Have you ever considered the cost of 
transporting 300 students to the various 
practice schools? We don't advocate 
your asking your driver how much he 
gets-that would be far too naive, but 
there are ways and means. If you are 
mathematically minded you will reach a 
rather startling conclusion-so, while 
the fi.r'e of righteous indignation burns 
!bright, race down to the library and 
borrow that illuminating little volume, 
"The Tasmanian Area School," and you 
will reach an equally startling, but more 
agreeable conclusion. 

Since perspective seems to have loom
ed up so large of late, we would counsel 
all those with an eye for form and re
lationships to try to discern some per
spective in the buying of various educa
tional bric-a-brae to be seen in the 
rprac. schools. Of .course, we, as en
lightened mmtals, realise that a library 
containing encyclopaedia is the first 
essential, then str'ip-film projector, then 
a movie projector. Quite a few P. and 
c. Bodies whose desire for ostentation 
exceeds their common sense, have re
versed this order. It just shows how 
important our job of guiding such bodies 
will be when we go out. You can enter
tain a child with a projector ,instruct 
him with a strip-film projector, and 
educate him with ·books. We euphem
istically term ourselves educationists. 

We find it difficult to 1believe that 
some people still hold the idiotic notion 
that writers write from inspiration, not 
perspiration. "Talkabout" office most 
nights savours very little of the former, 
but very strongly of the latter. Of course, 
in any hive of industry, you will inevit
ably find a few drones, but these bees 
are quickly ordered to buzz off, and 
leave the place clear for those whose 
purpose in gathering there is one other 
than inane chatter. 

SometimeS! we• wonder, if you happen
ed to witness some of the scenes which 
followed the last night's performance of 
·~Pinafore," you might have been tempt
ed to assert that the curtain had come 
down before the really interesting part 
of the show had been enacted. Ther'e 
seemed to be a contagion of universal 
elation affecting everyone on stage. Its 
appeal lay in its pristine spontaneity
in the unpremeditated suffusion of bon
homie and Love me, Sailor. Mutual 
osculation afforded an interesting psy
chological study of the adolescent be
haviour pattern in response to the 
imperious behest of suppressed emo
tion. Who .carea-we were too 'busy 
osculating. 
~uestion of the moment ·concerns Al 

TALKABOUT 

Fryer's disappearance after the show 
with his presentation. Mus Miller is 
alleged to have said a few well-chosen 
words and to have broken down and 
wept (I emphatically deny it, Ed.). 

We might as well close on a nautical 
note--everyone was impressed by the 
medley of maritime media constructed 
by universal handy and helpful man, 
Ken McLean. "Pinefore" lifebelt, coats 
of arms, anchors and ropes were ail 
products of Ken's 1brush, and inqenuity 
and ,of course, his handling of three big 
"horses" was the ultimate of efficiency. 
We say "of eour9e" because we have 
come to expect it of him, and we feel 
sure that first year' will find it difficult 
to find a person as capable as he to fol
low in. his footsteps. Congrats., Ken, 
on a really excellent job. 

-OSCAR. 

Racked at Prac. 
"Heavens, what am I going to do if 

they ask me something I've got no 
notion of? I haven't even taught Sun
day School. I'm going to sit on 'em 
right from the start. No hanky-panky 
with me." -

Have you heard such things too? From 
general (very general) observations over 
the past two days I have arrived at one 
or two conciusions. 

Firstly, the firsu year women students 
have approached their fir'st prac. with 
an attitude of mixed resignation, bumps 
•in throats, eagerness for the job and, of 
course, their exemplary and characteris
tic ·conscientiousnes9. Secondly, the 
men students are generally taking up 
the cudgels and demanding a r'espect 
for themselves and the knowledge they 
are impartin~ which is rather too much 
for many pupils, hardened to the atti
tudes of previous student practices. If 
this attitude is continued I think many 
of this type of student will become the 
ardent typical old-school-tie pedagogue 
which at the moment they are so anx
ious to condemn. 

Have you, oh ye, hardened second 
years seen or heard of the hours of 
preparation which they rput into their 
work, of the reams of foolscap paper 
which they used up on first-day obser
vations of the class-teachers' methods, 
idiosyncracies and idiocies, and of the 
ibeautiful observation books filled with 
nice receptive snow-white paper? 

But they'll laugh, too, when they've 
had a few pracs. They'll learn that 
much of the worry which goes on in a 
second year mind during prac. is con
cerned with such things as "Who's going 
to make tea?'' and "Where the devil is 
that bus?" 

At this stage perhaps some of you 

I 
. rna ybe wondering why I called this 

conglomeration of words "Racked at 
Prac." My ideas could. be set out thus: 

Step 1: Motivation: Editor Fryer's 
appealing smile which accompanied his 
request for this article. 

.Step 2: Presentation of narrative, 
drivel or what you will. 

.Step 3: Conclusion--discussion on the· 
question emanant fr'om the subject mat
ter as to who i9 racked, first year or 
second year. 

-"VOCE." 
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HUNTERS-THE GIFT 
CENTRE 

CAN SUPPLY THE 

FOUNTAIN PEN OR PROPELLING 

PENCIL 

YOU REQUIRE 

ALL THE BEST MAKES STOCKED 

~'''''''''t·········''''Ms"'WfiFF? 

Hunter Bros. Pty. Ltd. 
STATIONERS AND JEWELLERS. 

WAGGA. 

EVIDRYTffiNG FOR THE CYCLIST 

Jack Rance's 
Motor and Cycle Store 

238 BAYLIS STREET, WAGGA 
TEL. 31294 

LADIES 
Our Showroom carries the most up
to-date stocks of Frocks, Under
wear, Millinery in town. But don't 
take our word for it-see for your
self. 

GENTS 
Comfortable Clothes for all weather 
-and prices as right as the garment 
-t:)lat's what you get from our 
Mercery Department. 

SPORTS 
A full range of all Sporting Re
quisites always on hand. Restring~ 
and Repairs a speciality. 

T. Edmondson 
AND CO. LTD. 

PHONE 2195, GURWOOD STREET 

Distinctive Portraiture 
ERNEST TOOLEY STUDIOS 
Down Steps Lagoon Bridge 

PHONE 2920, WAGGA. 

BLAMEYS 

LEADING TAILORS 
AND 

MEN'S WEAR OUTFITTERS 


